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PLANS FOR ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY BUILDING 


Major General Norman T. Kirk, the Surgeon General, in a press 
conference, 3 June, announced postwar Medical Department plans 
which included a large Medical Center at Forest Glen, Maryland, 
and a new blocklong Army Medical Library building to be located 
near the Capito!. The Army Institute of Pathology, now housed in 
the same building with the Library at 7th Street and Independence 
Avenue, S. W., will be moved to the Forest Glen Medical Center. 
In a recent letter to Dr. John F. Fulton, President of the Association 
of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, General 
Kirk spoke of the Library as follows—‘‘With the idea in mind that 
development of the final plans and working drawings will occupy 
the better portion of the next year, we have included in the War 
Department Budget Estimate for the Fiscal Year 1947, a sum ade- 
quate to cover architectural and engineering services for completion 
of the plans.” 


A COURT OF LAST APPEAL 

At the Annual Meeting of the Special Libraries Association, 
14 June, the Library’s Director, Colonel Gardner, told his audience 
that if they were to attend a two-hour movie every night for six 
weeks, including Sundays, they would still not have seen as much 
film as this Library has sent to every corner of the globe during the 
past year. Colonel Gardner spoke of the Library as “‘a living thing, 
not just a storehouse for medical books.” “It is a court of last ap- 
peal,” he said, “for the research scientist and doctor wherever he 
may be.” 


CATALOGING CODE 
Mr. Wyllis E. Wright, The Librarian, has been asked by The 
Librarian of Congress to serve on an Advisory Committee for a 
Descriptive Cataloging Code. This is designed to assist the Library 
of Congress in working out brief and less expensive methods of 
cataloging. It is hoped that the practices to be adopted at the 


Library of Congress will approximate those now in use at the Army 
Medical Library. 
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RECOGNITION FROM BRAZIL 


Major General Norman T. Kirk, The Surgeon General, and 
Colonel Leon L. Gardner, The Director, Army Medical Library, 
have been appointed Honorary Foreign Members of the Brazilian 
Academy of Medicine, through the recommendation of Brigadier 
General Florencio de Abreu, The Surgeon General of the Brazilian 
Army. Very few foreign doctors hold honorary membership in 
the Brazilian Academy of Medicine. 


A. M. L. ACQUIRES CEYLONESE MANUSCRIPTS 


Eight medical manuscripts written in Singhalese script on palm 
leaf have recently been added to the Library. They are of various 
sizes, the largest measuring 21’’x3”. Five are inclosed in carved and 
painted wooden boards, all are perforated for cords, and resemble, 
in the words of The Director, venetian blinds. 

The books constituted the library of a native Ceylonese doctor. 
Included with the lot were two styluses, eight carved medicine 
boxes, a water clock, and an embroidered medicine bag. 


THOMAS E. KEYS HONORED 


By direction of The Secretary of War, Mr. Thomas E. Keys 
(formerly Lt. Colonel, MAC, AUS) has been authorized to wear 
the Army commendation ribbon. The citation, signed by Major 
General Norman T. Kirk, The Surgeon General, U. S$. Army, states 
in part, “. .. Your service with the Medical Department has been 
exceptional when compared with others of the same grade of simi- 
lar position and I wish to commend you for your outstanding con- 
tribution as Officer in Charge, Branch Army Medical Library, 
Cleveland, Ohio.” 

In recognition of his outstanding achievement in the field of 
medical librarianship, Mr. Keys has also been honored recently at 
his Alma Mater, Beloit College, where he was elected to honorary 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa. 


A. M. L. PICTURE COLLECTION 


As an historical record, the Picture Collection offers much of 
interest and value to the medical world. It aims to include pictorial 
material on all phases of medicine, on subjects related to medicine, 
and on people associated with medicine and the related sciences. At 
the present time, there are approximately 15,000 pictures in the 
Collection. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 








Twelve thousand portraits of groups and individuals include 
pictures of doctors of all times. The pictures represent the work of 
well known contemporary American painters as well as that of 
earlier artists, such as Durer, Rembrandt, Teniers, Tiepolo, and 
such famous caricaturists as Daumier, Hogarth, and Rowlandson. 
The Library is very proud of its growing collection of autographed 
photographs of Fellows of the American College of Physicians. 

Should one want to see what the ancients of medicine looked 
like, the Picture Collection has their portraits; in fact, there are 46 
different poses of Paracelsus and nearly as many of Galen. One of 
the latter is a delightful old French print entitled “Claude Galien et 
Hyppocrate .. . les deux plus grands medecins de l’univers, dont 
Pun dit oui, et autre dit non!” 

Besides the portraits, there are early anatomical illustrations ; 
pictorial records of the medical work during the Civil War, 
Spanish-American War, and World War I and II; prints and plans 
of hospitals and other medical institutions in this country and 
abroad; posters; charts; and a wealth of other pictorial material. 

The addition of 1,675 items during the first five months of 
1946 indicates that this is a living and growing collection. 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF ORTHODONTICS 


The Reference Division of the Army Medical Library has 
recently provided bibliographical literature for seven scientific 
papers by members of the Army Institute of Pathology for inclusion 
in the August issue of the American Journal of Orthodontics and 
Oral Surgery. This entire issue of the journal has been given over 
to the Army Institute of Pathology and will contain a foreword by 
Colonel James E. Ash, Director of the Institute and Honorary Con- 
sultant to the Army Medical Library. 


DISPLAY AT A. M. A. MEETING 


The Library will have a display at the American Medical Asso- 
ciation meeting in San Francisco, 1 to 5 July 1946. A large illumi- 
nated globe emphasizing the Library’s world-wide service will be the 
focal point for descriptive material on the Index-Catalogue, the 
Current List of Medical Literature, and the Library’s proposed new 
building. A Library representative will be on hand to explain all of 
the services which are offered to the profession. 


PSYCHIATRIC RECORDING LIBRARY 


Through the Library of Congress Music Division, the psychia- 
tric recording library is being transferred from constant speed 12” 
discs to standard 16” records which are more practical for library 


4 JULY, 1946 © 


nN __________________ 


use. These recordings, which will soon be available for use, are of 
spontaneous group discussions among psychiatric patients and form 
a nucleus for a future medical recording library in the psychiatric 
field. 

THE WELCH STORY 


The Army Medical Library has acquired “The Welch Story,” 
an extensive and elaborately bound pictorial history of the establish- 
ment and operation of Welch Convalescent Hospital, Daytona 
Beach, Florida. Other copies are in the possession of the Hospital 
and Domestic Operations Division of The Surgeon General’s Office, 
and the Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 


IN VAIN 


We regret to say that a physician recently made a fruitless trip 
from Chicago to Washington to look at an incunabula item, avail- 
able only in the Army Medical Library. The Library again wishes 
to remind its users that its old and rare book collection is housed in 
its Branch in Cleveland, Ohio, and not in the main library building © 
in Washington, D. C. 


HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


The Surgeon General presented the Legion of Merit to Colonel 
Balduin Lucké, a former Deputy Director of the Army Institute 
of Pathology, at a staff conference at the Pentagon, 13 June 1946. 
Dr. Rae (Mrs. Lucké) attended the ceremonies. The Legion of 
Merit is awarded for “extraordinary and essential service” in a 
position of responsibility. 

Colonel Harold W. Jones attended the 45th Anniversary of 
his class at Harvard, 14 June 1946. During the trip, he consulted 
with Dr. Fulton, President of the Association of Honorary Con- 
sultants, about plans for the Executive Committee meeting of the 
Association to be held at Chicago, 6 August, and the Annual Meet- 
ing planned for 4 and 5 October at Washington, D. C. 


A DOCTOR’S MISSION 


Jean Jacques Rousseau, in Emile, or Education [1762], Book I, 
says, “Medicine is all the fashion in these days, and very naturally. 
It is the amusement of the idle and unemployed, who do not know 
what to do with their time in taking care of themselves. If by ill- 
luck they had happened to be born immortal, they would have been 
the most miserable of men; a life they could not lose would be of no 
value to them. Such men must have doctors to threaten and flatter 
them, to give them the only pleasure they can enjoy, the pleasure of 
not being dead.” 














